Ghapter 7 )

Natronellss .

This chapter will intrmduce and discnss the ideas of nattonslism and oation, Our
comeern will be not so much to noderstand why mationaltsm has ansen, or what
fmettons i serves: mather our concern woild be to think carefully about nationalism

andl assess s claims and aspimions.-Aller studying: this chapter you should be
abie i

understand the comeepls of nation and nationalism.
arknowledge the strengths and Umitations of nationalism.

apprectate theneed for ensuring a ok beiween democracy and nationalism.
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7.1 Ismropuvcmc NaTionatism

IlMwe were Lo Lake a gquick poll of what people commonly understand
by the lerm nattonalsm we are lkely (o gel respanses which (alk
ahoul patriolism. national Nags, sacriflcny for the country. and the
Itke. The Republic Day parade tn Delhi 1s a stnking symbol of Indtan
nationalism and i brings out the sense of power. strength, aswell as
diversity which many associate with the Indian nation. Buot if we try
Lo go desper-we will find thal 0 1= difficull o arrive at a precise and
widely accepled defimtion of the tetm nationaltsm. This need not
mtan that we should abandon the elfort. Natonallsm needs to be
siudied because 1| plays such an imporiant role 1n world affatrs.

Prurtng the fast two centurtes or more. nattonalism has emerged
as one of the most compelling of political creeds which has helped (o
shape history. 1L has inspired mlense loyallles as wiell as deep hatreds.
It has unlted people as well as divided {hem, heiped to iberale them
from opressive Tule as well as been the cause of conflict and
bitterness and wars, It has been 4 Getor i the break up of emptres
and stales. Nationalist simuggles have coniftbuted to the drawtng
and redrawimng of the boundanes of siates and empires. Al present a
larue parl of the world Is divided thio different naton-slates althoogh
the process of re-ordering of stale boundaries has nol come Lo an
end and separaltst struggies within existing states are common.

Nationalism has passed through many phases, For Instance, in
the nineternth centiry Europe. 11 led to the vntfication of & number
of small kingdoms o larger natlon=states. The present day German
and laltan states were [ormed Uhrdugh such a process of unification
and consolidation. A large number of new stales were also founded
in Latin America. Along with the comsolitkation of state bounidaries,
Incal dtalects and local loyalties were also gradually consolidated tnto
stale loyalties and commaon languages. The people of the new siales
acquired a new political Wdentity which was based on membershtp of
the nation-siate, We have seen a stmliar process of consolidation
taking place tn our own country i the last eentury or more.

But naltonalism also accompanied and contributed (o the break
nup of large empires such as the Austro-Hunganan and Russtan
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emipires In the carly (wentieth century in Europe as well as the
break-up of the Britsh, French, Buteh and Portuguese emplres in
Asta and Afrtea. The struggle for freedom from colonital rule by ndia:
and other former colonies were nationalist stmiggles. inspired by the
desire 1o eslablish nation-siates which would be mdependent of
forelan control,

The process of redrawing state boundares continues (o lake
place. Since 1960, even apparently stable nallon-states have been
comfronted by natlonabist demands put lorwsard by groups or reglons
and these may inclade demands (or separmaie statehood. Today, in
many parts ol the world we wilness nationalisi struggles (hat
threaten to divide extsiing stales Such separallst movements have
developed among the Guebecols in Canada. the Basques in norihern
Spatn, the Kurds tn Turkey and Iraq, and the Tamils tn Sri Lanka,
among others, The language of nationalism 18 alsp used by some
groups o India. Arab nationalism today may hope (o uniie Arab
countries in a pan Arab umon but separattst movements lke the
Basques or Kurds struggle to divide existing siales,

We may all agree Lhal nationalism 15 a powerful force tn (he
world even (oday. Bul 11 1s more difficull o armye al agreement
regarding the definttton of terms lthe natton or nattonalism. What
iz a nation? Why do people form nalions and to whal do pations
aspire? Why are people ready (o sactifice and even' die for their
nailon? Why. and m whal way, are claims (o nationhood Unked (o
claims Lo siatehood? Do natlons Have a nght Lo statehood or national
sell-determimation? Or can the claims of nationaltsm be met without
conceding separate statehood? In this chapter we will explore same
of these issues.

. o "1| Io ihts e of ginhalisation: the world
L ||| s slerinicdoagd, are lving (oo giolal
D) A village. Nobons. are rreleymant. o —
= == i .
{ Thnt's ol e case. Notiormiism s sl [
mlerant. You can see Lhis when Indian w0
Lesarni gewess puil Lo glay erickel. O wlen - !
you discover thai lndians Hving abroad iy H

still walels Baollvwaoe! [ilms.
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7.2 Namons axp NaTionavss

A naiion is niol ary casual collection of pecple. AL the sampe Ume L is
also different from other groups or communiies found in lniman
soviety. IUs dilferent from the family which ts based on face-to-face
relationships with each member having direct personal knowledse
of the tdentity and character of others. 11 15 also different from tribes
and clans and other kinship groups n which ues of marmage and
descenil Ink members o cach other so that even If we do nol
personally know all the members we can, if need be. trace the links
that bind them to us, Bul as a member of 4 nalion we may never
comi face o fage with most of our fellow natiomals nor need we
share ttes of descent with them Yel nattons exist, are lived inand
valued by thetr members.

[t Is commnonly belleved that nattons are constiluted by a group
whuo share certain [eatures such as desoent, or language, or religlon
or ethnieity. But there is m fact no common set of charactertstics
which 1s present tirall nations. Many nations do nol have s common
language, Canada is an example here. Canada mcludes English
speaking as well as French speaking peoples. Indta also has a large

number of languages which are spoken

in different reglons and by different

commurities. Nor do many natlons have

J a common religion o unite them. The

Levs Do I same could be satd of other

. charavlersiles such as race or descenl.
Tdentify wmw patriotic

s I yorr linguage. Whal then consititites a malkm? A
‘How i= the untion natlon is lo a greal extent an ‘lmagined’
cheseribied i this songe?

community. heid together by the
fidentify and warch collective beltefs, aspirations and

? ;mtrt.inhr ﬂ;iims tmaginations of iis members. It is based
.'hﬂf::i‘lﬂﬂnﬂknn h:: o1l cerfaln assumplions which people
portrayed and iis make aboul lhe collective whale with
romplexiiies worked: which they identify. Let us tdentify and
out in these flims? understamd some of the assumplions
which people make aboul the natlon.
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Shared Bellefs

Firsi. a nalion is constituied by belief. Nations are not ke mouniains,
rivers or bulldings which we can see and feel. They are nol things
which extsl Indeprenidenit ol the beltels thal people have aboul them:
To speak of a people as a natlon is nol (o make a commen! abont
thetr phiystcal characteristics or behaviour. Rather, 115 (o refer to the
collective tdentity and vision for the future of a group which aspires
to have an independent political existence. To this extent. nations
can be compared with a team. When we speak of a team, we mean a
scl of people who work or play together and, more Importantly,
concetve of themselves as a collective group, If they did vol think of
themselves tn this way Lhey would cease to be a leam and be stmply
different individuals playing a game or undertaking a task. A natiom
exisis when its members believe thal they belong together.

- £ . N - %"
'I['W']l}' don t you eleer for our fean?

Lram | yom husve oy natinpalist span?

1 s ses mch s et iomadigd s ammyens
elde, | casl moy viole: 1 pliny' my Laxes ond |
respect the laws of o conntny, o alse

History

Second, people who see themselves as a nalion also emibody a sense
of continuing storical identity. Thal 1s, nallons peroetve Lhemselves
as stretching back into the past as well as reaching into the [ature
They arttculate for themselves a sense of thetr own history hy drawing
on collective memaries, legends. hislorcal records. (o oulline the
continmuing identity of the nation. Thus nattonabists i ndia nvoked
Its ancient eivilisatton and cultuml heritage and other achilevements
to clatm that India has Had a long and continuing history as a
cvilisation and that this eivillsattonal continuity amnd unity 1s the
basts of the Indian nation. Jawahardal Nehm, for instance, wrote in
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Iits book The Discovery of India, “Though outwardly there was diversity
and infinite varlety among the people, everywhere there was (il
tremendous impress of eneness, which held all of us together m
ages past. whatever political fate or misfortune had befallen us®.

Territory

Third, nattons tdentify with a particular termtory. Shanng a cotnmon
past and lving together on a particolar terfilory over a long period
of tme gives people a sense of thetr collective 1dentity. [t helps
them (o mmagine themsclves as one people. [ 1s therefore not
surprsmg that people who see themselves as a natlon speak of a
homeland. The terrtory they ocoupled and e land anwhich they
have lived has a spectal sigmficance for them. anif they clatm 1t as
thetr own. Natlons however charseterise the homeland in different
ways, for insiance as motherland, or fatherland. or holy land. The
Jewish people for instance, n spile of being dispersed and seatlered
i differesil paris of the world ‘always clatmed that thelr original
homeland was in Palestine, the “promised land’. The Indian nation
identifies wilth the nvers, mountains and regtons of the Indian
subeontinent, However, since more than one set of people may lay
clatm to the same terriory, the aspiratton fora homeland has been
a major cause of conflict in the world.

Shnred Political Ideals

Fourth, whitie termitory i shared historieal fdentity play an important
rale in creating a sense of oneness. it 1s a shared viston of the fufure
and the collectve asptmtton to have an independent political existence
that distingmishes groups from natlons. Memibers of a nalion share
a vision af the kind of state they want o build. They affinm among
olther Uunes a set of values and principles such as democracy,
stecularsm and Uberallsm, These [deals represent the lerms under
which they come together and are willing (o live together. H represents.
In other words, thetrpolitical ideritity as a nation.

In'a democracy. Il ts shared commilment o a set of political
values and ldeals (hal 1s the mos=l destrahle basts of a political
community or a naton-state. Within 1. members ol political
community are bound by 4 set of ohllgations. These obligations
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arise from Lthe recognition of the rights of each other as citizens. A
nalton i1s strengthened when s people acknowledge and acoept
thetr obltgations (o thetr feliow members. We might even say that
recognition of this framework of obligations fs the strongest test of
lovalty to the natton.

Common Polltical Identity

Many people believe thal a shared political vislon about the state
and society we wish (0 crealte 15 not enough (o bind individuals
togeiher as a nation. They seck insiead a shared culiural identity.
such as a common language, or common descenb. There ts no doubt
thal speaking the same language makes I easter [or us Lo
communicale with each other and sharing Lthe same religlon gives
us & sel of common beliefs and soctal praciicss, Observing the same
festivils, secking the same holldays, and holding the same symbaols
valuable can bring people together. but It can also pose a threat (o
the values that we cherish in a democracy,

There are two reasons for this. One, all major religlons n the
worid are internallv diverse. They have survived and evolved through
a dlalogue within the community. As a resull there exists within
each rellglon 3 number of seeis who differ sientficantly in their
mierpretation of the religious texts and norms. I we ignore these
differences and forge an tdentty on the basts of a commeon religion
we are hkely to create 3 highly authonlattve and oppresstve soctety,

Two. most socielies are culturally diverse. They have people
belonging to different religions and fanguages biving togetherin the
sarne terrlory. To tmpose a single rellgions or Bngutsite identity as
a conditton ol belonging Lo & partcular slate would pecessardly
exclude some groups, It might restnct the religious [therty of the
excluded group or disadvaniage those who do riot speak Lhe national
tanguage. Etther way, the 1deal that we cherish most in democracy
— namely, egqoal treatment and Hberty for all —would be severely
limtted. For both these reasons 1 1s destrable to imagine the nation
in political rather than cultural terms. That 15, democracies need
to emphasise and expect loyalty o a sel of values that may be
enshrined in he Constilation of the counity rather Lhan adhesnee
o a particular rellglon, mce or language.
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We have fdenufied sbove some of the ways in which nations
express thelr sense of collecttve dentity. We have also seen why
democratic states need (o forge this identity on the basts of shared
political tdeals. But we are stll left with an tmportant question,
namely. why do people tmagtne themselves as a natton? What are
some of the aspirations of different nations? In the next two sesllons
we shall try to address these questions.

7.3 Nartioral SELF-DETERMINATION

Nattons, unltke olher soclal groups, seek the right Lo govern
themselves and determime thetr future development. They seek. 1n
otherwords, the right to self-deternination. In makingthis clatm a
natton secks recognition and acceptance by the Internationat
communlly of Iis status as a distinet political entity or state. Mast
often these claims come from people who have tved Logellier onca
given land for a long pertod of tme and wha have a sense of common
ileniity. In some cases such clatms (o sélf-determination are Unked
also o the destre Lo form a state in which the cultare of the group ts
protected tf not privileged.

Claims of the latter kind were [requently made in the nineteenth
century in Europe, The nollen of one culture - one siale began to
galn acceplability at the tme. Subsequently, the idea of one cullure-
one stale was employed while reordering state boundaries alter
World War |. The Treaty of Versatlles established a mamber of small,
newly independent siates. bul 1t proved virtnally impossible to
satisfyv all the demands for sell determitnation which were made at
the time. Bestdes, re-organisation of stile boundarics (o sallsly
the demands of one cultiire - one stale, led (o mass migraton of
population scross state boundartes, Millons of people as a
consequence were displaced from thetr homes and expelled from
the land which had been their home for generalions. Many others
became viclims of comintnal violence.

Humanity patd a heavy price for re-argantsing boundaries in a
way that culturally distnel communities could form separale

nmalion-states. Bestdes, even i this effort 1 was not possilile 1o ensure
thal the newly created stales condained only one ethnic commmunity,
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‘ Demands for nationaf |
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Speiriah SVCTTICI S B0 IEHHmons mﬂmﬂﬂﬁntm&mm Hut.
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Hasouie Notionalists say that theireulisro s very different from the Spamish
culture, They fnve their own Hﬂtmm@nﬁhwnlm
Only eme-third of the people in Hesque understand that. lnnguage foday. The
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Spoin Ever smee the Roman, days, mcﬂnﬁmmmm s
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wore govamed by its pwn tmiqie armngeme s, _
“The modemn hﬁm!ﬁﬁhxmﬁalhmm stumdwim srowind the end of
nincteenth century, lﬁcﬁmﬂaﬂ;ﬁmﬁ&hﬁn‘l to abolinh (ks unique politieal-
mmmmmmm:mmm u::ﬁmmnh:urw:rl’
furttier cul down (s antonery He went a8 far gs to ban the use of Basgue
(BT pl.IbUt: p&unmﬂ_mmhumﬂmmmmcmumm:ur
tvens withedrwn, But e laders of Busque movement contimie (o be
af the mutives of the Spantst gvernment and fearfl of the entry of oitshders i
Mmﬂm&uﬁwmmm:ﬂmwmmmmhﬁuglnmh
mﬂmmmrmmwmm 1o s itk Basque rintionaltsts.
_memmMuwm?hmnwmqm
posulel Gou licer i kst bigfore you can ansaver this question? Can you think of
stmilar examples. from differént parts of the workd? 'Cnuuuut!tﬁﬂ'qrw-nﬂ
grotps in our cotmndry where siech demands bave been made?

Source: Multtple Resources cluding wunen uikipedia.org

22 5E



Peitibeesd Thiroey

Indeed mosl states had more than one ethnle and cultural
community iving within its boundaries. These commumities, which
were often small in number amif constituled s minority within the
state were often disadvantaged. Hence, the problem of
accommaodatirg minoritles as equal clilzens remained. The only
posilive aspéct of (hese developments was thal it granled political
recogmition Lo varous groups who saw themselves as distinet nations
and wanted (he oppartunity to govern themselves and determined
thetr own future.

The righi (o national self-determinaiion has also bern asserted
by national ltberation movemenis in Asta and Africa when (hey
were strnedling asatnst colontal domination. Nationalist movements
malntained that political independence would provide dignity and
recognition o the colontsed people and also help them Lo proteci
the caollective interests of their people: Most national liberation
movements were inspired by the goal of bringing justice and rights
and prospeniy Lo the natlon: However: here also. 11 proved almost
mpossible to ensure that each cultural group, some of whom
claimed to be distinet nallons, could achileve political independence
and statehood. As i result, migraton of populations, border wars.
and violence have continued (o plagne many counines in the reglomn
Thus we have the paradoxical situaton of nallon-states which
(hemseives had achieved independerice Urough stragels now actng
against minorties within thetr own temiiories who clatm the right
to natonal sell- determination.

Virtually every siale in the world loday faces the dilemma of
how to deal with movements lor self-delermination and this has
rased questions about the right Lo natonsl self-determimation.
Meore and more people are beginning to realise thal the solgtiom
does not lie {n creating new states bul in making existing states
maore democrallc and egual. Thal 15, in ensuring thal people
with different cullural and ethnie identilles live and co-exist as
partners and equal eitizens within the country. This may be
essential not only for resolving problems ansing from new clalms
for self-determination but also for butlding a strong and untied
stabe. Alter all, a nation=stale which does not respect the rights
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and cultural identily of minorites within the
slate would find it difficult Lo gatn the loyalty
of tis members.

Lz=x's Do I
Cul aut elippings from

7.4 NAatonaLisM AnND PLURALISM

| Q)

Unce we abandon the idea of one-culture-one- s “"“’"I"“i"""-" il
stale, Il becomes necessary Lo consider ways wmﬂ related 16 the
by which different cullures and communitics demands of varlons
can survive and [lourish within a country. It 1s groups in India and
m pursuil of this goal that many demooratic abroad for the right to
socteties loday have mmbtroduced measures for self-determination: Form
recognising and protecung the identy of nn opizion abont the
cultural milnorily communities Hvirg witlin fraklorwirng:

thetr texritory. The Indian consiliutlon has an ST A e —
clahborale sel of provisions for the prolection of etting! e dempmeds?
religious, linguistic and cultural minorities. = Whal strategies Have

The kinds of group rghits which have been ) i . vl

granted 1n different countries 1nclude

\ 5 Afe LHelr elitms

cons{itullonal proiéclion lor Lhe lanpuasi, E ‘,:: u:h::: o
cultures and refigton, of minonty groups and (heir .&:L'm u:; LI i

members. In some cases [dentified communites bt
i Eiogy

also have the right (o representstion as a group

in legistative bodies and other state tnstitu tions.

Such rights may be Justifled on the grounds that

they provide equal treatment and protection of the law for members
of these groups as well as protection for the cultural Identity of the
group. Different groups need (o be granted recognilion as a pan of
the natiomal commuintty. This means that (he national identity has
to be defllned in an inclusive manner which can recognise the
tmportance and omsgue contribution of all the cultural communities
within Lhe state.

Although Il 15 hoped thal granting groups recognilion and
proteciton would satsfy thetr asplmatlons, some groips may continue
to demamnd separaie statehood. This may seem paradoxical when
globalisalion is alse spreading in the world bul nationalisi
asplrations conliiue Lo mollvale maty groups and commuiiliiles.
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‘of human pelatipnatips, an e whileh was
otherwise cherished in the Hritlsh
chdlission. Tagore made & distinetion
bretwren opposing western mperiallsm add
ooty wislemn d‘;ﬁl:ﬁil]lltl..\'l_"h“t‘ Fraelbames:
alronald be oo Uil own caliue saed
heribage, they shoadd bt resist Wasrring
freely sl profitalsty from atiromd

Acritique of what he called 'pairiotism’
= o porsislint theme ino his writings. He
voues vory aritical of the nommow expressinns
of mmijonalsm that he foend ot work o
s of our independonoe movement. [n
partislar, b wos afmd that o rejection of
e west in favour of whal lookes like fndian
imaditions was not ealy Tmiting o idsell; it
could ensily tom indo lwstility w other
influenges from nbrood. inchuding
Cliristnmity, Juotad=m, Soroastrianism anad
Istom whirh: hmve bvn | prescinl i omr

conmiry. —
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Conslderable generosity and skill s needed for countries Lo by able
to deal with such demands In & democratic manner.

To sum up, the right to natlonal seli-determmnation was often
undersiond to mechide the richi to independent statehood for
nattonalittes. Bul nol only would 1t be impossible to grant
tndependent statchood 1o every group Lhat sees Wsell as a disttnet
cultural group, or nation, 1 would probably also be undestrable. [t
might lead to the formation of a number of states too small to be
economically and politicatty viable and 1L could muttiply the problems
of minorities. The right has now been reinierpreted to mean granting
certain democratic rights for a nationalily within a siate.

The world we Uve In 15 one thal 18 deeply consclous ol Lhe
impottance of gtving recognition o Wentittes. Today we witness
many strugeles for the recognttton of group identitles, many ol which
employ the anguasge of nattonalism. While we peed (o acknowledie
the claims of identity. we should be careful not (o allow identity
clamms o lead o divistons and violenee in the society. Wi need (o
remember that éach person has many idleniilies, For ins{ance, a
person may have identities based on gender, caste, religion,
language, or reglon, and may be proud of all of them. So lung as
each person [eels thal he/she can freely express the different
dimenstons of his/her persopality, they may not fee! the need to
make clatms on the stale [or political fecognitlon and concesstons
forany ane (dentty. [n o democracy he polilical tdentiiy of clitzen
should encompass the different Wdentities which people may have.
1t would be danserous If tntolerant and homogenising forms of
tdentity and nationalism are allowed to develop.
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? Exercises

How in a niation differest rem other forms of collecthm belongmg?

Wimt do you undsrstand by the nght o mmtionml self deliomination?
How has this fdea resulied i both foomotion of nnd challengss 10
nod bomy- st tes?

"We huve sorn Chat nallapitsm. cnn nollepeople as well as divide
them, Hbemte thont as weldl ds generate bitterniess il conflict™,
[Husinste your amower with exiemples,

MNeitiey deseomd, mor Tomiungt, o telifion or othnicity cun claim @
be 0 common eior o netfennbsms il over the world, Coamment

st e with suninbie exnmples the rios thind lend (o ihe emmergonea
of nutipamits! fockings.

How is a democmcy mon: effective U mithoritardan govweromenis m
dezlig with conilietng rmtonalisl asplmilony?

Whiat d6 you think are the Bmitatlons of mationalism?

Crratl’ s o opsiing o Shoeter Koo
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